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Mr. President, 

 

Pakistan aligns with the Statement by Singapore on behalf of 

groups of States. 

2. Pakistan had imposed a moratorium on Death Penalty for a 

number of years. The moratorium was lifted by a unanimous 

parliamentary decision taken in the wake of dreadful and 

atrociousterrorist attack on Army Public School, Peshawar in which 

around 150 students and teachers lost their lives. With the paramount 

concern of protecting lives and curbing terrorism, death penalty has 

been awarded to terroristsafter following due process of law.  

3. The Policy of death  penalty  is  in  line  with  the  Constitution  and  

national  laws  of Pakistan and is also in consonance with article 6(2) of 

ICCPR. Due diligence is maintained, as evidencedby the turning down of 

around 70 cases of death penalty by one Appellate Court. Each convict 

has constitutional right and access to institutional reviews. Those below 

the age of 18 are exempted from death sentence in accordance with the 

Juvenile Justice System Ordinance (JJSO), 2000. Constitutional 

provision for clemency also exists and is exercised by the Head of the 

State. 

4. Apart from independent judicial system, Pakistan also subscribes 

to the legal point that every State has the inalienable sovereign right, 

recognized by the international law to choose its legal and criminal 



justice systems in pursuit of its people’s welfare, peace and 

security.Parameters of application of death penalty have been clearly 

defined in the ICCPR to which Pakistan like most of UN Member States, 

is a signatory. According to the ICCPR, the States have sovereign 

prerogative to retain the death penalty, impose a moratorium or to 

abolish it, as well as the types of crimes for which the death penalty is 

applied, keeping in view its local circumstances, and specific 

particularities.  

I thankyou.  

 

 

 

 


